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A NOTE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT 
AND CEO
2020 HAS BEEN A YEAR WE WON’T FORGET. AT LEAST I KNOW I WON’T. 

As I reflect on this year, I think about the spread of COVID-19 and how the pandemic has 
impacted the residents of our community. I also think about hard conversations centered on race, 
the constant feeling of uncertainty and Zoom fatigue. 

This year has certainly been challenging, but it hasn’t been all doom and gloom. 

In our community, there have been dozens of bright spots. Local organizations pivoted their 
programs and services quickly to serve those in need, foundations joined together to mobilize 
emergency COVID-19 relief, thoughtful residents like you stepped in to help one another during 
challenging times and people from all walks of life came together virtually to brainstorm ways 
to improve racial equity in Stark County during our recent THINKBIG. While there’s still work 

to be done, I’m encouraged by our community’s resiliency, 
dedication and passion.

Before the unexpected year of 2020, Stark Community 
Foundation had a record-breaking year in 2019. We 
collectively awarded $13.1 million in grants and raised 
$16.8 million in new and planned gifts, making it the 
largest grantmaking year and third highest fundraising year 
in Foundation history. What a testament to our community’s 
giving spirit!

This year’s Annual Report is unique in that it combines an 
overview of 2019 and highlights our community’s response 
to COVID-19 in 2020. Stark Community Foundation is 
fortunate to be able to play a pivotal role in supporting our 
community through this crisis because of you – our generous 
family of donors – who make our work possible. Thank you 
for your continued support, and stay healthy.

Mark J. Samolczyk
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HELPING OUR COMMUNITY’S MOST 
VULNERABLE WHEN THEY NEED IT MOST
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COVID-19
RESPONSE



Stark Community Foundation, like most foundations across the country, spent the majority of 
2020 responding to the immediate, ever-changing needs caused by COVID-19. We quickly shifted 
our focus to help local organizations continue to provide critical services to our community’s most 
vulnerable and educate our family of donors about how our community has been impacted and how 
they can help. 
 

EME R G EN C Y  REL IE F 

PHILANTHROPIC COLLABORATIVE
Once COVID-19 made its way to Stark County, Stark Community Foundation joined forces with the 
Sisters of Charity Foundation of Canton and other local foundations to mobilize emergency relief to 
area organizations. Over the course of nine weeks, the collaborative awarded $1.46 million to more 
than 30 organizations providing food, childcare, mental health services, shelter and homebound 
senior assistance. 

F L E X IBL E  F UN D IN G

IMMEDIATE IMPACT ALERT FUND
In mid-March, Stark Community Foundation’s Immediate Impact Alert Fund was activated. This 
flexible funding source allows the Foundation, other local foundations and community members 
to immediately respond during times of critical need. All monies contributed to the Immediate 
Impact Alert Fund by the local community are being used to support area organizations affected by 
COVID-19. To date, nearly $700,000 has been awarded from the fund.

SM A L L  BUSINES S  SUP P O R T 

FAITH IN STARK FUND
A group of local faith-based leaders, business partners and philanthropic organizations came 
together to provide hope and stability to small businesses in Stark County through a community-
wide effort called Faith in Stark. Coordinated by Strengthening Stark, the Faith in Stark Fund at 
Stark Community Foundation provided more than $500,000 in one-time grants to small businesses 
negatively impacted by COVID-19.

IN F O RM AT I V E  V ID EO S

STRAIGHT FROM STARK
In an effort to educate our community on how local organizations were responding to the challenges of 
COVID-19, Stark Community Foundation launched Straight from Stark, a weekly video series. Straight 
from Stark allows residents to hear directly from dynamic leaders about how their organizations are 
creatively continuing their services and making a difference in Stark County.

5



2019 HIGHLIGHTS
S TA R K  C O M M U N I T Y  F O U N D AT I O N ’ S

AWARDED $1 MILLION GRANT 
TO FOODBANK
Stark Community Foundation awarded a $1 million 
grant to Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank to construct 
and operate a new facility in Canton, making it the 
largest grant ever directed by the Foundation’s Board 
of Directors. This monumental grant comes after a 
six-year collaborative effort to fight food insecurity in 
Stark County.

HOSTED THE INAUGURAL 
THINKBIG
Stark Community Foundation and Strengthening Stark 
teamed up to host the inaugural THINKBIG: a day of 
engaging community conversations. More than 1,000 
people from all walks of life came together on October 
25 to brainstorm solutions to community needs while 
celebrating the good in Stark County. 

PUBLISHED THE 2019 COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT
 
Stark Community Foundation and United Way of Greater Stark County in partnership with The Center 
for Community Solutions released the 2019 Stark County Community Assessment. The comprehensive 
data report pulls together, in one place, the most timely, relevant data on more than 50 health, social 
and economic conditions in Stark County. It was created to help our community better understand the 
overall health of Stark County and inform decision-making. 

6  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T 



SELECTED NEW INVESTMENT 
CONSULTING FIRM
Following a national search, Stark Community 
Foundation selected Marquette Associates as our new 
investment consulting firm. Marquette provides the 
expertise, guidance and customization needed to help 
grow our fundholders’ charitable dollars for the good 
of our community.

RECEIVED ESTEEMED 
COMMUNITY AWARD
The Canton Repository recognized Stark Community 
Foundation as the 2019 recipient of the Moving 
Our Community Forward Foundation Award for our 
efforts to improve our community. Thanks to the 
Repository for this special recognition and to our 
generous family of donors who continue to make 
our work possible.

CREATED A COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT FUND 
Four local foundations – Stark Community Foundation, George H. Deuble Foundation,  

Hoover Foundation and Timken Foundation of Canton – established the Stark County Community 
Redevelopment Fund through Stark Community Foundation to finance redevelopment efforts 

in Stark County through grants and low-interest loans. As part of this partnership, the foundations 
are engaging Stark Economic Development Board to ensure they are making strategic decisions about  

where best to invest their dollars in economic development.

CELEBRATED A RECORD YEAR
Stark Community Foundation and its family of donors 
awarded $13.1 million in grants and raised $16.8 
million in new and planned gifts in 2019, making 
it the largest grantmaking year and third highest 
fundraising year in Foundation history. 
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GRANTS
STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITY 
ONE GRANT AT A TIME



EACH YEAR, STARK COMMUNITY FOUNDATION AND 
OUR GENEROUS FAMILY OF DONORS STRENGTHEN 
AND IMPACT OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY THROUGH 
GRANTMAKING. 
Nearly 850 charitable funds have been established through Stark Community Foundation, each of 
which supports a donors’ unique and personal passion. Grants throughout the year are made from 
these funds to benefit any 501(c)(3) organization in the United States including schools, churches 
and government entities. 

In 2019, a record-breaking $13.1 million was awarded, and since inception, more than $185 million 
has been awarded to nonprofit organizations in Stark County and beyond.

Visit www.starkcf.org to learn more about Stark Community Foundation’s funding opportunities, 
eligibility requirements, application instructions and deadline dates.

2019 BREAKDOWN OF GRANT AWARDS

Community Charitable Fund	 $1,598,312

Designated Funds	 $2,023,392

Donor Advised Funds	 $3,398,781

Field of Interest Funds	 $1,141,229

Initiatives	

Neighborhood Partnership Grant Program 	 $135,328

SummerTime Kids	 $58,100

Other Initiatives	 $143,164

Organization Endowment Funds	 $3,386,859

Scholarship Funds	 $577,840

Supporting Foundations		  $654,296 

 
T O T A L  G R A N T S 		  $13,117,301
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NEW 
FUNDS
PARTNERING WITH DONORS TO HELP THEM  
ACHIEVE THEIR CHARITABLE GOALS



A NOTE FROM OUR  
VP OF ADVANCEMENT
At Stark Community Foundation, it’s our passion to help you support 
yours. 

For nearly 60 years, we’ve had the privilege of partnering with 
individuals, families, businesses and organizations in our community to 
establish charitable funds that will support their philanthropic passions 
today, tomorrow and forever. Whether it’s the performing arts, animal 
rights, empowering youth or making a college education a reality for 
students, our staff helps donors turn their passion into action.

Each charitable fund created through Stark Community Foundation is unique and begins with a 
passionate donor with a personal story. We’ll share some of these personal stories with you in this 
year’s Annual Report. In the ensuing pages, you’ll learn about why one family is honoring a loved 
one through a memorial fund, how a group of local churches are using the proceeds from the sale of 
a building to support our community and how a grantmaking foundation is carrying on its founders’ 
legacy. You’ll also read about 54 charitable funds – all with passion and purpose – that were 
established from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. 

As you read this year’s report, I encourage you to think about  
what you are most passionate about and consider, if you  
haven’t already, supporting your philanthropic passions in  
perpetuity through your own charitable fund. 

Bridgette L. Neisel

54 
NEW FUNDS 

839 
TOTAL FUNDS 

$274,745,898 
MARKET VALUE OF ALL FUNDS 

(AS OF 6/30/2020) 
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JACOBY CHARITABLE FUND   

Gregory and Debra Jacoby created a charitable 
fund as a way to give back throughout the year to 
meaningful causes in the community. After their 
passing, their fund will provide ongoing support to 
a number of their favorite charities including Aunt 
Susie’s Cancer Wellness Center for Women, Hope 
Clinic, Kent State University, Perry High School, Stark 
Board of Developmental Disabilities and Stark County 
Humane Society.

LAYMAN FAMILY CHARITABLE FUND  
 
Well-respected attorney, Brian Layman and his wife, 
Whitney, established a charitable fund to support 
local organizations working to meet community 
needs and to engage their children in their family’s 
grantmaking decisions. After their passing, Bryce, 
Camille and Gavin will carry on their family’s legacy 
of generosity by awarding grants from their fund to 
causes they care about most.

ROBERT S. AND BETTY W. O’BRIEN 
CHARITABLE FUND  

Robert “Bob” S. O’Brien was president of 
O’Brien Lumber and Construction for more 

than 50 years. He, and his wife, Betty J. Winzeler, 
were married for over 67 years. Together, they were 
devoted Catholics, community leaders (in their own 
right) and, above all else, parents to their seven 
children. Habitat for Humanity, Walsh University, 
the Catholic Community League and St. John’s 
Basilica are a few of the organizations Bob and Betty 
supported with their time, leadership and finances, 
as it was always a deeply held value to both of them 
to give back to the community that had been so good 
to them. They lived in Stark County their entire lives 
and so it is with great honor and affection that their 
children award grants in the community so that the 
goodness, kindness and generosity exemplified by 
their parents may continue to enrich this place they 
called home.

ANONYMOUS (1)

BELDEN BRICK COMPANY  
CHARITABLE TRUST FUND   

The family-owned brick manufacturing company, 
Belden Brick Company, transitioned its private 
foundation to a corporate donor advised fund at 
Stark Community Foundation in 2019. Each year, 
the company shows its care and commitment for 
the community by awarding grants to nonprofit 
organizations that improve the quality of life for 
residents in Stark and Tuscarawas counties. 

GAETANO MATTIOLI CECCHINI ENDOWMENT 
FUND  
 
Local businessman Gaetano “Guy” Mattioli Cecchini 
created this charitable fund as part of his estate 
plans and in support of his philanthropic legacy. This 
fund will award grants in Guy’s name in support of 
organizations that matter most to his family.

BRUCE AND DENISE DEVORE FAMILY 
FOUNDATION   
 
Stark County has a population of working 
poor individuals. Although they are working 

hard, they are still falling through the cracks. The 
DeVore family wants to assist those individuals and 
be a step toward their success. Through their family 
foundation, they assist individuals with their specific 
needs including food, school books, dental issues, 
clothing for jobs and furniture for their homes.

LARRY AND NANCY HOOVER 
CHARITABLE FUND  
 
Larry and Nancy Hoover created a 
charitable fund to help facilitate their 

generosity. Grants are awarded each year to causes 
that matter most to their family in Stark County and 
beyond.

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS  

Donor Advised Funds allow donors to give to multiple organizations and programs throughout the year 
when the time is right for them. They simply let Stark Community Foundation know which organization 
they want to support, for what purpose and for how much — and we take care of the rest. 

14 229 $51,941,454
NEW DONOR 

ADVISED FUNDS 
MARKET VALUE OF DONOR ADVISED FUNDS 

(AS OF 6/30/2020)
TOTAL DONOR 

ADVISED FUNDS



RAPP FAMILY FOUNDATION   

Douglas and Sandra Rapp created a 
foundation in 2019 to facilitate their 
family’s charitable giving in Stark County 

and beyond. Their son, Christopher, will lead their 
family-led foundation after their passing to ensure 
their tradition of giving back to the community 
continues.

RDD RAUSCH FAMILY CHARITABLE  
FUND    

Rob and Deanna Rausch and their 
daughter, Dana, established a charitable 

fund that will enable them to continue their family’s 
legacy of helping others in times of need as well as 
organizations they care about in Northeast Ohio and 
across the country.

EDWARD AND MAUREEN SCHIRACK  
FAMILY CHARITABLE FUND   

Edward and Maureen Schirack, working 
many years within the community as a 

physician and educator, respectively, established a 
charitable fund to support organizations that they feel 
impact their vision to help others in need. This fund 
will eventually be passed down to their daughters 
– Lindsay, Maggie and Emily – to perpetuate their 
family’s legacy of community assistance to others.

STEARN FAMILY FOUNDATION   

Real estate brokers, Greg and Stacie 
Stearn created a family foundation to 
provide vital financial support to nonprofits 

making a difference in Stark County. Their foundation 
will eventually be passed down to their children – 
Ryan, Sabrina and Adyson – to continue their family’s 
commitment to improving the community.

BOB AND KAREN VANDERVAART  
CHARITABLE FUND  

Bob and Karen Vandervaart created a 
charitable fund to support the causes they 

care about in Stark County. To them, Stark County 
is a great place to live and raise a family. Stark 
County has great communities and schools plus an 
unmatched quality of people giving back and helping 
each other out. Bob and Karen are part of that culture 
and want this fund to provide permanent financial 
support to local programs. Their fund will eventually 
become a designated fund and provide yearly support 
to local programs such as ArtsinStark and United Way 
of Greater Stark County.

DR. JAMES VIOLET MEMORIAL FUND  

Named in memory of her husband, Darlene Violet 
created a charitable fund to support Jim’s passions: 
medicine and sports. Dr. James Violet practiced 
orthopedics and sports medicine in Canton for 37 
years and was known for being a devoted husband 
and father, caring surgeon, avid sports fan and 
traveler. This charitable fund provides scholarship 
support to students pursuing careers in the medical 
field and financial support for nonprofit organizations 
that offer sports, exercise and injury prevention 
programs. 
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BELL-HERRON SCHOLARSHIP 
FOUNDATION  

The Bell-Herron Scholarship Foundation 
was originally established in 1963 

and is named in honor of two former Carrollton 
superintendents – W.R. Bell and J. Wendell Herron. 
To perpetuate their love of learning, scholarships are 
awarded annually to Carrollton High School graduates 
to make the possibility of earning an advanced degree 
a reality. Throughout the years, many donors have 
contributed to the foundation in honor and memory of 
local individuals, families and businesses. 

DONALD R. AND PAULINE F. COLANER 
CHARITABLE FUND  

Through their estate plans, community supporters Don 
and Pauline Colaner created a charitable remainder 
trust and designated Stark Community Foundation as 
one of their trust’s beneficiaries. After Don, president 
of Hilscher-Clarke Electric, passed away in 2019, the 
remainder of their trust established this charitable fund 
to ensure their legacy of supporting Stark County would 
continue forever.

DOUGLAS L. HOUCK CHARITABLE FUND  

COMMUNITY CHARITABLE FUNDS 
Community Charitable Funds are created by forward-thinking individuals in order to respond to 
Stark County’s evolving needs and opportunities. Stark Community Foundation’s Grantmaking Team 
recommends how their dollars are distributed to area organizations to make the greatest impact.  

102 $37,097,376
MARKET VALUE OF COMMUNITY CHARITABLE FUNDS 

(AS OF 6/30/2020)
TOTAL  

COMMUNITY 
CHARITABLE FUNDS

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
Stark Community Foundation is one of the area’s major sources of college scholarship support thanks 
to the generosity of caring individuals, families and businesses that have created Scholarship Funds. 
Scholarships provide money to offset the cost of college tuition, but more importantly, they help local 
students achieve their dreams. 

1 102 $18,026,487
NEW SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND 
MARKET VALUE OF SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

(AS OF 6/30/2020)
TOTAL SCHOLARSHIP 

FUNDS

2
NEW  

COMMUNITY 
CHARITABLE FUNDS
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ANONYMOUS (2)

TIM BROOKINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

Maggie Brookins created a scholarship  
fund in memory of her son, Tim, who 
passed away in 2018 from leukemia. A 

graduate of McKinley High School and U.S. Army 
veteran, Tim was a free spirit who loved to travel and 
enjoyed detailing cars. Scholarships are awarded 
annually in his name to graduating seniors from 
McKinley Senior High School to pursue their 
passions. 
 
JAMES G. AND ELAINE M. FIDLER CHARITABLE FUND  

Through their estate plans, James and Elaine 
Fidler established a designated fund to provide 
yearly support to two of their favorite nonprofit 
organizations – the Akron Zoological Park and Stark 
County Historical Society.

BARB MILLER MEMORIAL  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND    
Named in memory of his 
wife, Ted Miller established a 

charitable fund to honor Barb’s love of life, learning 
and taking care of others. Barb was a loving mother 
and wife, caring nurse for 48 years and avid traveler 
who also taught nursing at Walsh University. Through 
this fund, scholarships are awarded each year in her 
memory to advanced nursing students at Walsh to 
help them pursue Barb’s passion of nursing.

ROBERT JAMES (B.J.) MURPHY  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND   

Friends of Robert James (B.J.) Murphy 
established this memorial fund after 

his passing in 2019 at the age of 40. B.J. was a 
loving husband and father, devout catholic, inspiring 
community leader and well-respected attorney with 
the law firm Black McCuskey Souers & Arbaugh who 
faced his illness with unwavering strength, character 
and faith. To pay tribute to his love of learning 
and support of catholic education, scholarships in 
his name will support students who demonstrate 
financial need in the Stark County Catholic Schools.

PHILOMENA ANN (DENAYER) ONDREJAS CANTON 
MCKINLEY HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE ASSISTANCE 
FUND    

Income from this fund will be awarded to Canton 
McKinley High School graduates to enter and remain 
in college. It was created by Professor Stephen Joseph 
Ondrejas, Jr. to honor his mother. The fund works closely 
with the Canton McKinley Alumni Association Endowment 
Fund. 
 
STEPHEN JOSEPH ONDREJAS, JR. MCKINLEY HIGH 
SCHOOL CENTENNIAL FUND   

Income from this fund will be awarded to Canton 
McKinley High School graduates to enter and remain 
in college. The fund works closely with the Stark State 
Foundation. On March 28, 1918, classes began at the 
completed portions of the school. To honor 100 years of 
academic and athletic greatness, Professor Ondrejas will 
provide a seed contribution of $250,000. His hope is 
that the McKinley community will match this contribution 
and develop the largest endowment of any high school in 
the state and possibly the country.

NANCY D. PETERSON SCHOLARSHIP  
FUND    
A school psychologist in the Canton City 
School District for 35 years, Nancy D. Peterson 

was a world traveler and avid learner who was passionate 
about passing her love for learning and higher education 
onto others. Scholarships are awarded annually in her 
memory to help students in need from the Canton City 
School District pursue an advanced degree.

RUDOLPH R. VANNUCCI MEMORIAL FUND    
A Waynesburg native and US Army veteran, Rudy 
Vannucci passed away in 2020 following a meaningful 
30-year career teaching fourth grade math, science and 
social studies at Mineral City Elementary School. As part 
of his estate plans, this charitable fund was created to 
provide support to St. James Roman Catholic Church 
in Waynesburg and yearly scholarships to students with 
strong scholastic aptitude and demonstrated financial 
need from Sandy Valley High School and Kent State 
University.

DESIGNATED FUNDS 
Designated Funds allow individuals to ensure that organizations they care about receive their ongoing, 
reliable support. By earmarking their funds, their favorite organizations receive grants in their name in 
perpetuity. 

10 124 $45,413,718
NEW DESIGNATED 

FUNDS 
MARKET VALUE OF DESIGNATED FUNDS 

(AS OF 6/30/2020)
TOTAL DESIGNATED 

FUNDS
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ABCD ENDOWMENT FUND  
Established by ABCD in 2019, this 
endowment fund provides a lasting 
source of income to improve the quality 

of life of people through community economic 
development, energy conservation, housing 
development and transportation.

BASILICA OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
ENDOWMENT FUND   
After the sale of Heritage House, an eight-story, 100-
unit apartment building for middle-income people 
in downtown Canton created by area churches, 
Basilica of St. John the Baptist used its portion of 
the sale proceeds to establish this endowment fund. 
Income from the fund helps extend the programs and 
ministries of the Basilica of St. John the Baptist.

CHURCH OF THE LAKES ROYAL FAMILY KIDS 
CAMP FUND  
 

EN-RICH-MENT ENDOWMENT FUND     

This endowment fund was created by 
EN-RICH-MENT to ensure it had a 
permanent source of income to support 

its charitable mission now and in the future. Income 
from the fund helps provide free, high-level learning 
opportunities with a focus on the arts to under-served 
urban youth.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
CHARITABLE FUND   
After the sale of Heritage House, an 

eight-story, 100-unit apartment building for middle-
income people in downtown Canton created by 
area churches, First Baptist Church of Canton 
used its portion of the sale proceeds to establish 
this endowment fund. The fund provides a steady 
stream of income in which the church will financially 
contribute to organizations ministering to the needs of 
those within our community.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
OUTREACH MINISTRY 
ENDOWMENT FUND   

After the sale of Heritage House, an eight-story, 100-
unit apartment building for middle-income people 
in downtown Canton created by area churches, 
First Christian Church used its portion of the sale 
proceeds to establish this endowment fund. The fund 
provides continuous support for the church’s outreach 
ministry, focusing on the downtown Canton area. 
 

JACKSON TOWNSHIP ROTARY 
FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT 
FUND    

The Rotary Club of Jackson Township, a group of men 
and women committed to serving the community, 
created a charitable fund to grow their local, 
national and international support for charitable and 
educational causes. 

NORTH CANTON ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

 

This fund was established by the North Canton 
Alumni Association to provide yearly scholarships 
to deserving North Canton Hoover High School 
graduates and to support the alumni association’s 
programs.

PERRY HELPING PERRY 
ENDOWMENT FUND    
Perry Helping Perry works side-
by-side with local partners to help 

families within the Perry community who have fallen 
on hard times. Through a variety of programs, the 
nonprofit provides neighbors in need with clothing, 
food, bikes for children and Christmas gifts. An 
endowment fund was established in 2020 to provide 
a stable stream of income to support Perry Township 
residents in perpetuity.

ORGANIZATION ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
Organization Endowment Funds are created by nonprofit organizations with IRS 501(c)(3) status that 
have the foresight to protect the longevity and legacy of their organization in perpetuity. They provide 
a constant and predictable stream of income to fund operations, new programs and services and other 
mission-related activities. 

23 214 $73,628,734
NEW ORGANIZATION 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

MARKET VALUE OF ORGANIZATION ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
(AS OF 6/30/2020)

TOTAL ORGANIZATION 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS



PERRY LOCAL SCHOOLS ENDOWMENT FUND   

Established in 2020, the Perry Local Schools 
Endowment Fund provides a permanent source of 
funding to meet the current and future needs of Perry 
students. This fund includes the Scholarship Subfund 
and Stadium Renovations Subfund.

PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 
ENDOWMENT - JIM HILLIBISH 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP SUBFUND 

 
PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 
ENDOWMENT - SYDNEY KLEPTACH 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP SUBFUND 

 
SERVING AREA MILITARY AND VETERANS 
ENDOWMENT FUND  

 
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
LEGACY FUND - GINGER GRIESEN 
SCHOLARSHIP SUBFUND 
 

ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH ENDOWMENT 
FUND    

After the sale of Heritage House, an eight-story, 100-
unit apartment building for middle-income people in 
downtown Canton created by area churches, St. Peter 
Catholic Church used its portion of the sale proceeds 
to establish this endowment fund. Income from the 
fund provides yearly support for the parish’s facilities, 
programs and community initiatives.

STARK COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
ENDOWMENT - CENTRAL CATHOLIC 
SCHOLARSHIP SUBFUND IN MEMORY OF GINO, 
LOUISA & NANCY PERCIBALLI 
 
STARK COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
ENDOWMENT - ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
SUBFUND

STARK COUNTY DENTAL 
SOCIETY CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION    

The Stark County Dental Society Charitable 
Foundation directs charitable resources to 
organizations and initiatives that meet the dental and 
oral health needs of the tri-county area, enhance the 
quality of life for residents and promote the dental 
profession.

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION  

Established in 2019, the Tuscarawas County Public 
Library Foundation provides a permanent stream 
of income that continues to grow with the financial 
support from supporters of the library. Income 
from the foundation helps sustain the library’s 
programming and services for generations to come.

VALENTINE PROJECT ENDOWMENT  
FUND   

The Valentine Project makes our world  
kinder, one child and one community at 

a time. The Valentine Project transforms the lives 
of children affected by pediatric cancer or chronic 
illness and their families through two major initiatives, 
both powered by year-round volunteer support: 1) the 
creation and delivery of carefully curated Valentine’s 
Day gift packages made specifically for each child 
by their very own Valentine and 2) smiles across the 
miles through our Kindness Card Program, which 
sends handmade cards containing a joke or riddle. 
The Valentine Project Endowment Fund was created 
to establish a lasting revenue stream so The Valentine 
Project can make communities stronger by cultivating 
compassion while spreading love, hope and joy.

WESTERN STARK COUNTY VETERANS 
MEMORIAL FUND 
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MICHAEL J. AND MARY ANN GASPER FIELD OF 
INTEREST FUND   

Through their estate plans, Mike and Mary Ann 
Gasper created a charitable fund to provide support 
to Carroll County organizations that assist people who 
are financially burdened due to unforeseen medical 
issues.

HERITAGE HOUSE LEGACY 
FUND
Armed with a commitment to 
downtown redevelopment and 

a passion for affordable housing, eight downtown 
Canton churches joined forces in 1965 to build 
Heritage House, an eight-story, 100-unit apartment 
building for middle-income people. After more 
than 50 successful years, the building was sold in 
2019. Three of the churches involved in Heritage 
House teamed up again and used their portion of 
the sale proceeds to establish a charitable fund that 
would continue the mission of Heritage House in 
perpetuity. Directed by Christ Presbyterian Church, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and St. Stephen Martyr 
Lutheran Church, grants from the fund are awarded to 
organizations providing affordable housing and other 
opportunities benefiting the city of Canton.

EDWIN V. AND MARILYN A. LORD CHARITABLE 
FUND  
Edwin and Marilyn Lord were married for 66 years 
when Edwin passed away in 2019. As part of their 
estate plans, they established a charitable fund 
through Stark Community Foundation to support 
disadvantaged citizens of Stark County in perpetuity.

LYKEION FUND   

The mission of this fund is to provide activities that 
explore and discuss how the contemporary application 
of classical Greek thinking can contribute to western 
civilization. This fund was created by Professor 
Stephen Joseph Ondrejas, Jr. of Canton, Ohio who 
will provide a seed contribution of $500,000. 
Additional contributors to the fund are encouraged. 
Preference will be given to educational and public 
interest organizations in Canton, Ohio and Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Proposals are encouraged to use and 
build on the Lykeion Presentation Series developed 
by Professor Ondrejas. Projects may include 
presentations, workshops, exhibits and special events.

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS  

Field of Interest Funds allow people to support the evolving needs of a variety of nonprofits focused 
on their broad area of interest. Some donors have an advisory committee that decides which projects 
should be funded within their focus area, whereas others rely on Stark Community Foundation’s 
Grantmaking Team to determine which organizations and projects best fit the donors’ interests.

4 65 $30,463,940
NEW FIELD OF 

INTEREST FUNDS 
MARKET VALUE OF FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS 

(AS OF 6/30/2020)
TOTAL FIELD OF 

INTEREST FUNDS



EDWARD A. LANGENBACH LEGACY SOCIETY  
Named in honor of Edward A. Langenbach, who was instrumental in the formation of Stark  
Community Foundation, the Legacy Society recognizes and thanks individuals and families who plan  
to leave a gift to the community through a bequest, trust, life insurance policy, retirement plan or 
charitable annuity. Members of our Legacy Society care about the future of the community and realize 
that their gifts will strengthen the projects and programs of local nonprofit organizations and the people 
they serve. We thank the following members for their foresight and generosity.

Anonymous (9)
Ron and Susan Amedeo

Paul R. Arena*
Arlene A. Bartlow*

Robert E.* and Mary B. Basta
Julia B. Belden*

Robert F. and Kathleen K. Belden
Dr. Murray M.* and Hanna V. Bett

Jane A. and Paul R. Bishop
Warren M. and Sheila Markley Black

William F. Jr.* and Kathleen M.* 
Brauchler

Anne S. Bretean*
Guy Cecchini*

Jeanne M. Cullen*
William T. Cumler*

Joyce and Andrew Deuble
Don* and Phyllis Dickes

Jocelyn Dobransky
Cindy and Jon Elsasser

William and Julieann Farber
Robert F. Fay

Dwain and Kathy Foltz
Robert I. and Diane J. Friedman
Michael and Mary Ann Gasper

Geoff and Bobbi Gordon

Jim* and Shirley Green
Steven M. Gyalai

Kathleen Fernandez Hillibish
David and Susan Hoecker

Dr. Grace Hofsteter*
Douglas L. Houck*

Dorothy R. Householder
Gregory and Debra Jacoby

Joseph F. Jadick
Eugene B. Jester*

James W. and Carol A. Johnson
David P. Kielson
Thomas A. Kolp

Christine and Howard* Kruman
Dean G.* and Jane G. Lauritzen

William J. Lemmon
Robert Lewis

William L. and Sharon K. Luntz
Army* and Barbara Marzilli

James H. McVay
Donald M. and Cynthia A. Miller

R.C. Miller Family
Phyllis and Jack Milligan

Jean E. Naughtrip*
John and Pamela Frease Wynn 

Newberry

John B. Nolan
Stephen J. Ondrejas*
Charles J. Paquelet
Lou dell A. Printz

Mr.* and Mrs.* Giles B.J. Raisner, Jr.
David and Ann Renkert

Edie Sanders
Chuck and Judy Scheurer

Earl C. and Nancy N. Sheehan
Dr. Mike Shreffler

Gary and Linda Sirak
Gary R. and Jan Smith
Carl and Sally Sorenson
Peggy and John Stratton

Charles P. Sturgis*
Beth Ann Toalston
Ralph E. Toalston

Joe and Marlene Toot
Ken* and Joan Voyles

James R. and Ida A. (Tenaglia) Warner
Brandon* and Paula Wehl

Harold L.* and Edna M. Weil
Fred and A.J. Whittier

Joseph Wojcik
*Deceased

LEGACY SOCIETY 
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GRIEVING TO 
GIVING  
ANDREW HOFFMAN MEMORIAL FUND 
When Andrew “Andy” Hoffman passed 

away unexpectedly on March 25, 2017, he 

left his loved ones with vivid memories of 

his extraordinary selflessness, contagious 

positivity, competitive spirit, adventurous 

soul and inspirational persona.

“HE DID EVERYTHING TO THE EXTREME AND USUALLY 
SUCCEEDED,” recalled his mother, Ellen. “Even 
when he was a little kid, he was like that. He 
couldn’t just skateboard, he needed to learn 
how to skate down handrails and show off his 
tricks. He was wired that way.”

Andy not only was competitive and energetic, he 
was personable and kind. 

Making friends came easy to Andy because he 
was outgoing, likeable and had a great sense of 
humor. He was one of those guys that people 
naturally gravitated toward, magnetic in a sense. 
He could strike up a conversation with anyone, 
and soon they would be talking and laughing 
like old friends. He eventually got the nickname 
“Cheese” because he was always smiling from 
ear to ear.

“He might have been a small kid, but he had a 
huge personality and heart,” Ellen added. “He 
would do anything for anyone.”

He often sought out students who were shy or 
unpopular to make sure they felt included. When 
local individuals and families fell on hard times, 
Andy would lend a helping hand by dropping off 
food. Once while in an AT&T store, he helped a 
mother with two special needs children purchase 
a cell phone.

In high school, Andy was a member of Hoover 
High School’s soccer, lacrosse and swim teams. 
To this day, coaches and teammates remember 
how Andy would leave notes of encouragement 
for his teammates before a big sporting event. 
He was known for inspiring confidence in people 
that they didn’t have in themselves.

20  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T



After graduating in 2007, he continued his 
academic and athletic career at Wittenberg 
University where he studied physics and 
mathematics while playing soccer. Andy 
later earned a master’s degree in aerospace 
engineering from the University of Cincinnati.

His accomplished engineering career led him to 
working on Department of Defense contracts in 
New Jersey where he also taught youth soccer 
in his spare time. When he moved to Oklahoma 
to become a systems engineer for the world’s 
largest aerospace company, he told his parents 
he wanted to do something meaningful with his 
life. Andy’s most recent work was on Boeing’s 
E-3 Sentry, an airborne early warning and 
control aircraft.

After his unfortunate passing at the age of 29, 
his family felt the best way to honor him was 
through a memorial fund at Stark Community 
Foundation that could support meaningful 
causes in the community.

“When Andy passed away, we saw how people 
from all over responded to his passing,” said 
Andy’s father, Bob. “We heard from his friends 
and their families, coaches, teammates and 

colleagues, and learned all the different ways 
people knew and were impacted by him. We 
thought ‘what better way to honor him than by 
helping others?’”

The Andrew Hoffman Memorial Fund was 
established in 2018 and has since provided 
support to the Stark County Hunger Task 
Force’s Backpack for Kids Program and helped 
purchase gifts for children in need through A 
Community Christmas.

“He was a foodie, and he loved kids,” said Ellen. 
“He would have wanted to help kids in his own 
community who were hungry.”

The fund will eventually be passed down 
to Andy’s siblings, Rachel, Christopher and 
Nicholas, to continue their brother’s legacy of 
making a difference.

“I love knowing that in 20 years from now, Andy 
can still be helping people through his memorial 
fund,” said Bob. 

Ellen added, “As much as his fund helps people 
in our community, it helps us too. It helps us 
keep his memory alive. I know he would be 
proud. He would be honored.”

Andrew Hoffman
 1988-2017
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IN THE EARLY 1960S, Henry Timken proposed 
purchasing a downtown city block, clearing 
it of structures and establishing a high-rise 
apartment building in an effort to address 
a need for senior citizen housing. When he 
approached Rev. Dr. George E. Parkinson of 

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING FOR 
A BETTER 
FUTURE  
THE LEGACY OF THE HERITAGE HOUSE

At first glance, Heritage House on High 

Avenue SW in the City of Canton looks like 

a 10-story, 100-unit apartment building. 

However, the building holds so much more 

meaning after serving our community for 

more than half a century, thanks to the 

foresight and passion of a local visionary 

and eight local churches.

Christ Presbyterian Church about this idea, they 
discussed a consortium of downtown Canton 
churches coming together to make this concept 
a reality for our community.

In the spirit of collaboration for the common 
good, this meaningful discussion led to the 
creation of the Heritage House.

Soon thereafter, Timken Foundation of Canton 
purchased the land, architectural plans were 
drawn up and construction followed. Eight 
downtown Canton churches at the time – Christ 
Presbyterian, First Baptist, First Christian, Our 
Savior Methodist, St. John’s Roman Catholic, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal, St. Peter’s Roman Catholic 
and Trinity Lutheran – created a corporation and 
secured a loan from locally-owned banks.



Christ Presbyterian Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church and St. Stephen Martyr Lutheran 
Church partnered to establish the Heritage 
House Legacy Fund, which supports affordable 
housing and other opportunities benefiting the 
City of Canton in perpetuity.

“Our church’s decision had a lot to do with the 
reputation of Stark Community Foundation,” 
said Smith. “The historical investment returns 
were good, and the investment opportunities 
weren’t overly risky.”

Heritage House proceeds also established the 
Basilica of St. John the Baptist Endowment 
Fund, First Baptist Church Community Outreach 
Charitable Fund, First Christian Church Outreach 
Ministry Endowment Fund and St. Peter Catholic 
Church Endowment Fund.

“Our prayer and desire is to use the proceeds 
we’ve been blessed with from this endowment 
fund to pour back into ministry in the downtown 
and inner-city areas of Canton in an impactful 
way, which ultimately puts into action our 
mission of being a church that is Jesus for all 
people,” said Joe Beltz, business and operations 
director for First Christian Church.

First Baptist’s endowment fund recently 
supported Habitat for Humanity East Central 
Ohio, Hammer & Nails, Refuge of Hope and 
Domestic Violence Project.

“Our hope is to see the original intent of 
that money continue to make an impact with 
nonprofit ministries in our community that 
can restore people’s hope, health, housing or 
peace of mind,” said Rev. Kevin Thomas of First 
Baptist. 

The overarching goals of the Heritage House 
were to provide decent, affordable housing 
for middle-income people, help redevelop 
downtown Canton and provide an ecumenical 
witness of the various denominations working 
together for the good of the community.

“Heritage House really did represent a true 
community effort,” said Albert Smith, an 
elder of Christ Presbyterian Church. “It was 
eight churches of different denominations 
and different theologies that came together 
to provide moderately-priced, safe housing for 
people in our community.”

The first tenants moved into the Heritage House 
in 1966, and the mortgage was paid in full 
in 1996. While some reserves were held for 
future building maintenance and repair, the 
remaining excess reserves were used to support 
community initiatives. 

“Profits from the building operation have 
assisted worthwhile community projects, such 
as building Habitat for Humanity homes,” said 
Gene DeChellis of Basilica of St. John the 
Baptist. “The eight churches never benefited 
financially from the Heritage House.”

Smith added, “the reserves were used in quite 
different ways, but it was all about benefiting 
the City of Canton and its residents.”

After more than 50 successful years, 
representatives of the eight churches carefully 
considered a change in residential property 
managers, the commercial housing environment 
and the situations of the founding churches, and 
unanimously agreed that selling Heritage House 
and liquidating the corporation was in the best 
interest of all parties. 

Heritage House was sold to a new owner in 
2019, however its legacy of providing affordable 
housing and supporting the community 
continues through a new partnership with Stark 
Community Foundation.

Seven of the eight churches used their proceeds 
from the sale of the building to establish 
endowment funds at the Foundation. 
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FUNDING 
HEALTHIER 
COMMUNITIES  
NORTH CANTON MEDICAL FOUNDATION 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In December of 1972, North Canton Medical 

Foundation (NCMF) opened its doors with 

five physicians who were passionate about 

making high-quality medical care accessible 

to our community. The medical practice was 

modeled after the Mayo Clinic, aiming to put 

the patients’ needs above all else.

OVER THE NEXT 40 YEARS, THE NONPROFIT, MULTI-
SPECIALTY, INDEPENDENT MEDICAL PRACTICE GREW 
INTO ONE OF THE LARGEST IN THE STATE WITH SEVEN 
OPERATING LOCATIONS IN STARK AND TUSCARAWAS 
COUNTIES. 

When its clinical operations were acquired by 
Aultman Health Foundation in 2013, NCMF 
converted into a 501(c)(3) grantmaking 
foundation. Proceeds from the acquisition 
enabled NCMF to provide philanthropic support 
for local health and wellness programs for 
generations to come.

“Even though we aren’t providing direct patient 
care, we’re still staying true to our mission by 
helping our community’s most vulnerable,” 
said Dr. John Humphrey, executive director of 
NCMF. Humphrey also worked for 35 years as 
an internal medicine physician for the original 
practice. “It’s important to us that we carry 
on our original founders’ legacy of serving the 
underserved.”

Today, NCMF awards grants to organizations 
that provide programs or services that will have a 
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Love Your Skin Stark County mural in Canton,  
sponsored by North Canton Medical Foundation



positive, sustainable impact on the health of our 
community. Recent grants have helped train and 
employ community health workers, supported 
nutrition education programs, provided medical 
care to migrant workers and helped ease the 
burden of cancer patients with gas and grocery 
gift cards. 

Through a collaboration with the family of Ellen 
Gray, who passed away from melanoma at the 
young age of 29, NCMF supports and advocates 
for skin cancer education and awareness 
programs in our community.

“We’ve hosted free cancer screenings at Kent 
State University at Stark and unveiled an 
interactive community mural in 2019 that brings 
attention to the importance of loving your own 
skin,” said Julie Elkins, executive assistant and 
grants coordinator of NCMF.

While battling cancer, Ellen found great 
solace in painting as a release both mentally 
and physically from this horrible disease. The 
680-square-foot mural in downtown Canton’s 
Arts District is a creative way to use art to 
educate the community Ellen loved.

NCMF is able to provide financial support to 
these and other health-focused programs in 
our community because its charitable dollars 
are strategically invested for long-term growth 
in an endowment fund at Stark Community 
Foundation.

“We wanted to invest our dollars with an 
organization that would not only help us grow 
as a foundation, but one that would partner 
with us to support projects and initiatives in our 
community,” said Humphrey. “It was a win-win.”

Most recently, NCMF joined a local philanthropic 
collaborative led by Stark Community Foundation 
and the Sisters of Charity Foundation of Canton 
and mobilized nearly $1.5 million in emergency 
funding to nonprofits impacted by COVID-19. 
The collaborative started meeting weekly in 
March to virtually review grant applications 
and make immediate decisions about which 
programs to support. 

Through this collaborative, NCMF helped 
purchase cleaning supplies and hygiene products 
for high-risk residents, provide childcare for first-
responders’ children and support Stark County 
households that suffered a job loss due to the 
pandemic with rent and mortgage assistance.

“In a time of limited resources, collaboration 
is key,” said Humphrey. “The community really 
benefits from these types of collaborations.”

In addition to philanthropic collaboratives, 
NCMF reviews grant applications twice a year 
from 501(c)(3) organizations located within 
Stark County or surrounding counties including 
Carroll, Holmes, Tuscarawas and Wayne. 
Its 20-member board of local physicians, 
administrators, nurses and residents with a 
passion for health care reviews grant proposals 
and makes funding decisions to improve the 
health and wellness of our community.

“Part of our mission is to provide funds to 
nonprofits who create innovative projects to 
help those they serve,” said Humphrey. “Our 
Foundation uses grants to reduce the financial 
risk and then assists the grantees to help make 
them successful.” 

Nearly 50 years later, NCMF continues to 
embody its original founders’ vision by funding 
healthier communities.

To learn more, apply or support North Canton 
Medical Foundation, visit www.ncmf.com.
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GROWING YOUR CHARITABLE DOLLARS 
THROUGH STRATEGIC INVESTING

FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY
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A NOTE FROM OUR  
VP AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
2019 was all around a strong year for Stark Community Foundation. 

Following a national search, we chose Marquette Associates to manage 
the Foundation’s nearly $300 million in assets and help us achieve our 
long-term investment goals. This proved to be the right decision as our 
well-diversified portfolio of investments finished the year strong with 
a net investment return of 19.2%. In addition to a strong investment 
performance, the Foundation and our family of donors raised $16.8 
million in new and planned gifts in 2019, making it the third highest 
fundraising year in Foundation history.

Thank you for your confidence in us. We will continue to steward the charitable dollars entrusted to us 
by you – passionate individuals, families, businesses and nonprofit organizations – in a responsible, 
efficient way.

Carrie L. Bast
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2019 
FINANCIAL REPORT

Combined Statements of Financial Position

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 2019 2018

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $ 1,889,691 $ 886,534 

Interest and dividends receivable 328,317 318,920

Notes and loans receivable, less allowances of 
$146,559 in 2019 and $29,438 in 2018 3,362,122 3,264,941

Contributions receivable, net 396,707 409,808

Prepaid expenses 40,635 43,568

Investments 282,776,165 241,506,961

Property and equipment:

Land, building and improvements 1,921,721 1,884,247

Furniture and office equipment 61,308 117,208

Construction in progress - 20,871

1,983,029 2,022,326

Less allowance for depreciation 485,946 495,327

1,497,083 1,526,999

 
Interest rate swap

 
-

 
23,016

Other assets 6,388,554 4,843,415

TOTAL ASSETS $296,679,274 $252,824,162

Liabilities, net assets, and members’ (deficit)

Liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $53,192 $58,120

Liability to annuitants 2,645,285 2,749,646

Grants payable 2,983,860 2,303,787

Interest rate swap 56,862 -

Note payable 1,978,679 2,068,963

Funds held as organization endowments 82,137,812 71,319,387

89,855,690 78,499,903

Net assets without donor restrictions:

Community charitable 33,971,758 29,635,588

Field of interest 48,810,488 41,902,610

Donor advised 56,610,272 44,823,529

Designated 51,193,584 44,064,203

Supporting foundations and affiliate organizations 20,015,320 17,553,802

210,601,422 177,979,732

Members’ (deficit) (3,777,838) (3,655,473) 

Total net assets and members’ (deficit) 206,823,584 174,324,259

TOTAL LIABILITIES, NET ASSETS AND MEMBERS’ EQUITY $296,679,274 $252,824,162
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Combined Statements of Activities

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 2019 2018

Revenues and investment activity

Total contributions $11,617,843 $4,549,552

Less: amounts received for agency transactions 1,610,562 932,036

Net contributions 10,007,281 3,617,516

Investment income, net 3,237,337 3,779,454

Less: investment income for agency transactions 580,260 491,640

Net investment income 2,657,077 3,287,814

Rental income 142,630 144,968

Other income 81,447 130,906

Less: other income for agency transactions 50 172

Net other income 81,397 130,734

Total net realized and unrealized investment gains (losses) 43,859,579 (24,553,520)

Less: investment gains (losses) on agency transactions 12,481,994 (7,452,346)

Net realized and unrealized investment gains (losses) 31,377,585 (17,101,174)

TOTAL REVENUES AND INVESTMENT ACTIVITY 44,265,970 (9,920,142)

Expenses

Total grants 13,117,301 11,992,673

Less: grants made from agency transactions 3,854,441 2,989,952

Net grants expense 9,262,860 9,002,721

Depreciation 46,519 46,629

Provision for uncollectible contributions and loans 119,657 (67,258)

Other expenses 2,337,609 2,181,887

Total expenses 11,766,645 11,163,979

Change in net assets and members’ (deficit) 32,499,325 (21,084,121)

Net assets without donor restrictions and member’s (deficit) at beginning of year 174,324,259 195,408,380

NET ASSETS WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS AND MEMBER’S (DEFICIT)  
AT END OF YEAR $206,823,584 $174,324,259
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